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FOREWORD

by Kelly Monroe Kullberg

Each human being is made in the image of God, and citizenship
in God’s kingdom is offered to every person, in every nation.
Knowing this, Christians naturally embrace people “of every tribe
and tongue.” The family of God knows no borders. I've experienced
joys, sorrows and fellowship with Christians from many nations.

As a short-term missionary who came alongside orphans,
widows and the poor in six countries, I can see how the gospel
animates lives and cultures. Because of love, believers are to live
out Jesus’s final words, “Therefore go and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing and . . . teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). This Great
Commission begins with our own families, neighbors, cities, nation
and then “all nations.”

Like many, I've wondered if we could open America’s borders
to welcome all who want to enter. Perhaps this is one way of
fulfilling the Great Commission, as well as alleviating suffering,
I reasoned. But as I've studied the Bible, I've come to see that
one could not arrive at an “open borders” position, or a “closed
borders” position, without cherry-picking the Bible. In Scripture,

we find principled discernment or what we call Wise Welcome.



This study guide is not an exhaustive work on citizenship
and immigration, but it does try to represent the whole counsel of
Scripture on this important subject that shapes cultures, nations
and their futures.

Because the Lord loves people, he instructs us in the ways
of peace. How we need His wisdom in our world today. Biblical
teaching and American laws on wise, peaceable and lawful
immigration yield harmony and beauty. Most of our ancestors
who came to America took oaths of citizenship, and sacrificed
to build families, communities and a great nation. Many others
with the same good intentions are applying to come, even now.

But ignoring biblical wisdom, on any issue, creates the chaos and
harm that we see in our daily news. Loss of employment to cheaper
labor. Human trafficking. Sanctuary cities. Caravans. Children
without parents. Voter fraud. Escalating disease, drugs and crime.
Few issues are dividing Americans, including Christians, more than
illegal immigration. How tragic and unnecessary when a biblical
understanding of wise welcome could heal both the Church and
nation, including helping the poor both home and abroad.

Though news media tend to focus on the divisions in our
cultural conversation, a recent wide-reaching poll conducted by
Harvard University reveals that 79% of U.S. voters — across

party lines — agree that the U.S. needs secure borders." How

1 Harper, Jennifer. “Roughly 80% of all voters say U.S. needs secure borders, including
68% of Democrats: Harvard poll.” National. The Washington Times. January 23.
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/jan/23/roughly-80-of-all-voters-say-us-
needs-secure-borde/?fbclid=IwAR3TLbcOeR3wtIIx3SETbWYhqO0OkFS2YB59n24
tNg-FT_09_CLlwmlwrrTBo.



can we balance security and hospitality in America, the world’s
most generous and welcoming nation?

Counter to the common sense of most Americans, many
curious ministers often advocate for mass migration. Biblical
wisdom belongs in public as in private, but cherry-picking
Scripture for personal or political agendas (more on this later) can
be deceptive and dishonoring of the Lord and of one another. Let’s
instead seek to be centered, deeply grounded and accurate.

To understand biblical context, terms and principles, we have
the help of esteemed Old Testament scholar and archaeologist, Dr.
James Hoffmeier. We'll glean from his classic book, The Immigration
Crisis: Immigrants, Aliens and the Bible (Crossway.) Raised in
Egypt by missionary parents, Dr. Hoffmeier has been a refugee from
war and an alien in two different countries. We appreciate his heart
for people and his mind for Scripture.

In the Bible, the alien (ger) was a person who entered Israel
with permission, following legal procedures to obtain recognized
standing as a “resident alien” (7he Immigration Crisis, page 52.).
Israel's own experience as mistreated aliens in Egypt contributed
to their giving special consideration to aliens and their vulnerable
plight in a foreign land. The many laws in Scripture that protect
such aliens reflect God’s concern for the “resident alien” (7he
Immigration Crisis, page 68).

In contrast, the foreigner (nekhar or zar) was not a legal
resident and could be an invading enemy, squatter, temporary
worker or merchant, or someone simply passing through (7he
Immigration Crisis, page 51).

Believers understand the language of Hebrews 11, that we

ourselves are aliens, looking for a “better country,” as citizens



of a heavenly home. Yet while called to be stewards here and
now, countries since biblical times have had the right to clearly
established secure borders. Nations have had the right to determine
who enters their land and who would be invited to stay should the
arrangement be mutually beneficial. This is one of the ways nations,
like gardens, can flourish.

As we'll see in this study guide, the Bible teaches neither open
borders, nor closed borders— it teaches wise welcome. Given the tragic
realities of a fallen world, and our calling to bless our fallen world,
we’re to maintain walls with doors. We're to show hospitality to the
ger, and resident aliens are required to respect the laws, customs and
indigenous culture of the country they have entered.

When received, the gospel of Jesus Christ gives new life to every
person, in every nation. Nowhere does Scripture dismiss the vitality
of unique cultures, and the sovereignty of nations. People living in
both Old and New Testament times, from Abraham to Jesus to Paul,
honored national borders and customs. They did not presume to
enter without being welcomed, and they came only as a blessing.

From Scripture, we learn that the Lord intends nations to exist
and to have boundaries. The God of the Bible objects to a stateless
world of open borders and lifeless “open society” monoculture
ruled by a global oligarchy. I'll say it again, the gospel is for the
flourishing of every individual person, culture and nation. Heaven
will be filled with people from every tribe, tongue and nation. But
temporarily, in our hurting world, doors have locks and nations must
have laws and borders. Thus, not surprisingly, the Bible teaches us to

use discernment and common sense.

2 For more financial information see www.USASpending.Gov.
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Love or Power? Follow the Money

As a short-term missionary with Harvard students in several war-
torn Central and Latin American countries, I did not see the
need for borders, nor laws of citizenship. I had little knowledge of
immigration law and history, nor the value of national sovereignty,
and only selective knowledge of Scripture. I meant well, I just didn’t
know much. And as I later attempted to adopt two Haitian children,
I became frustrated by legal and economic hurdles. I wondered, why
is adoption and legal migration so hard, when illegal entry is so easy?

After volunteering with grad students to help turn a Salvadoran
garbage dump into a livable community for 8,000 people in
desperate poverty, I was surprised to see our mission organization,
World Relief, and other “voluntary agencies” (VOLAGS) begin
to close down good, hard-fought efforts (circa 2009) to prioritize
“welcoming” migrants to the United States. Agencies and nonprofits
like World Vision, Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Services
(LIRS), Catholic Charities, U.S. Catholic Bishops, Church World
Service and others began to receive hundreds of millions of dollars
from the U.S. Department of State, USAID, and curious anti-
faith “progressive” foundations to “resettle” large migrations of
people in American cities. Ironically, much of the funding for these
efforts comes from U.S. taxpayers who, polls clearly show, do not
desire an influx of foreign labor and porous borders.

After “resettling” millions of foreigners, asylees, and refugees in
our communities, these agencies tend to move on, leaving the work
of care to often-struggling, unprepared American citizens, churches,
social services, police and schools. God loves hospitality, and faith
stretches us in many important ways, but if welcome is not wise, and

“newcomers” do not assimilate, the fabric of our communities can be



torn as we try to navigate what sociologist Thomas Sowell calls the
unwise “welcome of incompatible values.”

Shockingly, the same agencies, while often claiming to be
Christian in nature, agreed to sign an Obama-era pledge to be silent
about the gospel — and not share the Christian faith with migrants
and refugees, many of whom are Muslim. Yes, practical aid is of great
value, but it’s hard to imagine Jesus, the apostles, or any faith leaders
throughout history agreeing to withhold knowledge of God’s love in
Christ in exchange for money.

As a missionary, I saw the magnet of America as a “savior” nation
disrupt and harm people in other nations. It's a complex chord. I'm
still learning about this puzzling issue. Agencies do good work caring
for those in need, but by helping to make America a magnet attracting
millions of foreign people, these agencies can unwittingly weaken
the nations that migrants abandon. The most vulnerable, such as
gitls, women and grandparents, are often left behind. In many cases,
children are sent on a nightmare journey “e/ norte,” making them easy
prey to abusers, drug cartels, and sex trafficking.

The agencies see their work as love. We can assume that most
mean well and truly do care for people in need, but as we read the
headlines and crime statistics, we now need to ask, What is the true
nature of love? How can we grow in real love for both migrants and
citizens — both of whom God loves?

I began to ask such questions as I discovered the funding and
political motives behind the move to open borders, “open cities” and
many globalist projects of Open Society and related “progressive”
foundations. I saw that mass migration was not entirely about love
of human beings. Many refugees, for example, say that they would

rather remain in their home regions, and yet the United Nations



and related non-profits treat people as pawns in a dangerous game of
social engineering.

Consider the harm and injustice of open borders and “open
society” throughout the world. The elderly in many nations are
deserted and made vulnerable. Children are often used for asylum
status of adults, or worse. People applying for legal U.S. entry and
citizenship are often delayed, for years. European women are sexually
assaulted without legal recourse because of “cultural differences.”

Again, God loves refugees, foreigners and citizens. He died to
save us all. This includes millions of American citizens who should
not be victimized by the unnecessary dangers of drugs, crime, wage
suppression and voter negation. How unloving to steal the story,
character and future of a nation. The greater love of biblical wisdom
is our path of healing and renewal, and so deeply needed now.

Real people need answers. For personal reflection and group
discussion, let’s begin with these questions, explored in our Bible

Study, as we dive into Wise Welcome:

e What does the Lord actually say in His Word about
immigration and citizenship?

e What is the nature of love? Is being nice the same as being
kind?

*  How do we protect family and citizens, as Jesus commands,
while also being kind to strangers?

e Should we differentiate when it comes to strangers? The
Bible distinguishes aliens (ger) from foreigners (zar and
nekhar). Why?

* How does mercy differ from justice? How is biblical justice

different from “social justice™?



In Scripture, we find the call to proactively steward the culture
in which the Lord has placed us. We find instructions on how to
best love neighbors and strangers, citizens and aliens. And we find
the Great Commission to advance the gospel and Kingdom of God
for the flourishing of people in all nations.

I believe that the Church and nation can uphold wise public
policy, do justice to the American Experiment and Constitution,
and redouble efforts to serve people in every nation with the gospel
that energizes hope.

Let’s move past the pundits, community organizers, preacher-
activists and politicians, and go straight to Scripture itself. In the
Bible, we find neither fully closed borders, nor fully open borders.
We find discernment. We find wise welcome. We find truths by

which all people and cultures can flourish.

—LKelly Monroe Kullberg

Former missionary, Central & South America

Former Chaplain, Harvard Graduate School Christian Fellowship
Author, Finding God Beyond Harvard: The Quest for Veritas
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INTRODUCTION

by Dr. James K. Hoffmeier
Emeritus Professor of Old Testament,
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Christians living in the West are facing a growing hostility to a biblical
worldview. Yet inspired by our confidence in a sovereign and loving
God, we are called to seriously study current controversial issues in the
light of an informed reading of Scripture. Each believer is responsible
for seeking God’s wisdom as it pertains to our families, communities
and national life. Churches especially need to take the lead in helping
individuals examine our culture from a scriptural perspective: be it from
the pulpit, in Sunday school classes or Bible studies. Only informed
Christians can help others understand and apply biblical solutions to
complex public policy issues.

Recent controversies surrounding illegal immigration, as
well as the inadequate vetting of non-assimilating refugees, has
been especially divisive for the Christian community. The 2016
election cycle uncovered the tremendous fault line in our culture
in general and in the church in particular. Some Christians point
to Bible passages from the Old Testament Law that are friendly to
the alien. They believe that “loving” undocumented aliens in our

midst requires our government to give amnesty. Others, with equally
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strong biblical convictions, likewise point to Scripture and take a
totally different view. Based on Romans 13, they argue that those
entering our country illegally are subject to the laws of the land on
immigration or any other matter. When the laws are violated, lawful
penalties should be enforced.

This dilemma is exacerbated by two problems:

1. Christians generally lack specific, in-depth knowledge of the
whole counsel of Scripture as it applies to immigration.
2. Key Hebrew terms vary among various English translations,

thereby misleading readers.

This short booklet is devoted to a biblical understanding
of immigration, both the obligation to care for strangers and the
responsibility to protect a nation’s citizens. Our goal is to highlight
relevant Scriptures and provide some much-needed contextual
clarification about critical passages. We hope this approach helps
arm Christians with the whole counsel of Scripture.

Reading Scripture, especially the Old Testament, in its original
social and cultural context is imperative. Applying these principles
outside of that context, such as in contemporary Western nations, can
be problematic. The laws that governed ancient Israel from Exodus
20 through the book of Deuteronomy were part of God’s covenant
demands on His people, the Israelites. The laws were both civil and
religious, with no bifurcation between them. There was no “separation
of church and state.” Hence the biblical law as originally given was not
intended for America or any other country.

Many Old Testament laws seem remote and irrelevant today.
The 21st century Christian must ask, why did God include this
law? What good was He safeguarding? What theological principle

12



is at work here? From these questions we begin to understand what
Scripture really advocates and its relevance to present-day issues.

Simplistic correlations between ancient laws and present
dilemmas are neither convincing nor helpful, and can do much
damage by misrepresenting God’s intentions for humans, especially
for the believing community.

Great wisdom and blessings follow any culture or nation that
lives by Scriptural principles; after all, righteousness exalts a nation,
but sin is a disgrace to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). This verse applies
to all people, both Christians and non-believers. Having said this,
the theological values of Scripture speak most directly to Christ’s
Church.

My appeal is that those who study the Scriptures presented in
this book will grow in their understanding of how the church should
respond to the challenges of illegal immigration and the threats of
open borders. In the light of God’s wise counsel, we can find legal
and peaceful means to advocate for biblical principles within our
increasingly godless culture.

“Do not be overcome by evil,” St. Paul admonishes in Romans
12:21, “but overcome evil with good.” This is our challenge in all moral
and ethical issues, and this is certainly true of our nation’s ongoing

dispute over immigration.
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HOW TO READ
WISE WELCOME?

Key Bible passages with commentary
by Professor James K. Hoffmeier

How does God counsel us in the Bible regarding migration,
hospitality to strangers and citizenship? How do we keep peace and
grow a healthy culture and thriving civilization? What is the role of
law and government regarding immigration? Are we citizens of the
world or of nations?

To bring clarity and wisdom to these questions, we turn to
key Bible passages with commentary by Professor James Hoffmeier
from his classic book, 7he Immigration Crisis: Immigrants, Aliens, and
the Bible. Our focus will be on biblical principles regarding borders,
immigration, refugees and culture-building. We seek the whole counsel

of Scripture, not sweeping generalities or isolated verses.

;@D Professor Hoffmeier, Emeritus, is an eminent archaeologist
and respected scholar. He earned his Ph.D. at the University
of Toronto and long served as Professor of Old Testament
and Near Eastern archaeology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity

School. For a deeper study, and to read in full context, we
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recommend reading the extended passages in your Bible and
the many books by Dr. James Hoffmeier beginning with his

excellent short book, 7he Immigration Crisis.

References to Dr. Hoffmeier’s book, 7he Immigration Crisis,

will be marked “IC,” with page numbers.

Scripture passages, unless otherwise marked, are from the

New International Version (NIV).
Additional comments are by editors.

Let’s begin the journey, together.
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THE WHOLE COUNSEL
OF SCRIPTURE

@ One unfortunate way of applying biblical law to modern

16

issues and laws is to look for literal correlations between the
two without fully understanding the setting and context
of the passage in question. Advocates on all sides of the
immigration issue have clouded the debate by isolating
specific verses that advance their favored perspective.
Christians are invited to grow in Bible knowledge and

discern what believers call “the whole counsel of Scripture.”

We recommend this comprehensive view that encourages
Christians to seek an understanding of ethical principles
through the teaching of the Bible in theological, social and
economic areas. An established biblical worldview provides
a much more effective means of evaluating contemporary

social and legal issues. (Zmmigration Crisis, 1IC 25-27)
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NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY
AND BOUNDARIES

(c . .. .
5 ) In the Bible, territorial borders were taken seriously. Even

&)

a traveler, a foreigner passing through the territory of
another, had to obtain permission. By his actions, Abraham
demonstrated that as an alien, he had to obey the laws and
customs of the host country. (IC 32, 33, 48)

Under federal law, illegally entering the USS. is
generally a criminal offense and also carries
FACT civil penalties. Unlawful presence in the U.S.
is generally a civil violation and can result in
deportation but not a prison sentence.

Genesis 47:4-6 NRSV — [Joseph’s brothers, the sons of
Jacob] said to Pharaoh, “We have come to reside as aliens in

the land . . . let your servants settle in the land of Goshen.”
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The Lord calls us to be faithful stewards of the land,

domain, time and nations in which he has placed us.
Joseph was second in command in Egypt; his brothers
still had to seek approval from Pharaoh, the governing
authority, to enter the country. We see this respect of

boundaries, cultures and nations throughout Scripture.

Numbers 20:14,16,17,19 — Moses dispatched messengers to

18

Edom’s king with the following request . . . “Now we are here in
Kadesh, a town on the edge of your territory. Please let us pass
through your country... We will go along the main road, and if
we or our livestock drink any water, we will pay for it. We only

want to pass through on foot nothing else . . .”

National borders were respected. To pass through

without permission was considered a criminal action,
and perhaps even an act of war. Israel respected the

boundaries of nations with whom they disagreed.

Acts 17:26 — From one man he made all the nations, that

they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.

Paul the Apostle reiterates the Genesis theme, that all

people are of common origin and are to inhabit and
steward the earth. Nations have distinct boundaries
ordained by God. In the book of Revelation, we learn that

the kings and peoples of many nations will be in heaven.



In the United States, immigrants can be
classified into three broad categories:

1. Citizens

2. Non-citizens who live in the U.S. legally
3. Non-citizens who live in the U.S. illegally

Foreign-born number in millions
1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2023

The Center for Immigration Studies hosted a panel discussion entitied “The Size and Implications of the Immigrant Population” on
Monday, December 11, 2023

According to the US. Census Bureau, 49.5

FACT million immigrants, comprising 15.0% of the U.S.
population, were living in the U.S. as of 2023.
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PROTECTING AND

CONTROLLING A NATION’S

BORDERS

Nehemiah 2:17 — 7hen [ said to them, “You see the trouble

K

20

we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned
with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we

will no longer be in disgrace.”

2 Chronicles 14:2-5,7 — [King] Asa did what was good and
right in the eyes of the Lord his God. He removed the foreign
altars and the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut
down the Asherah poles. He commanded Judab to seek the Lord,
the God of their ancestors, and to obey his laws and command.
. “Let us build up these towns,” he said to Judah, ‘and put
walls around them, with towers, gates and bars. The land is
still ours, because we have sought the Lord our God; we sought
him and he has given us rest on every side.” So they built and

prospered.



Isaiah 60:18 — No longer will violence be heard in your land,
nor ruin or destruction within your borders, but you will call

your walls Salvation and your gates Praise.

Given the realities of a fallen world, we are to build in

the ruins and work for peace, human flourishing, and
the glory of God. This effort can include strong borders
and the rule of law that yields order and peace. Healthy
national boundaries are viewed as a sign of blessing,
while lax borders are seen as an urgent problem to be

remedied.

Boundary Stones: One way the Lord reveals his care for widows,
orphans and the rights of all is to forbid an aggressor from coveting

and stealing personal, ancestral and national property.

Deuteronomy 19:14 — Do not move your neighbors boundary
stome set up by your predecessors in the inberitance you receive in the

Land the LORD your God is giving you to possess.

Deuteronomy 27:17 — “Cursed is anyone who moves their

neighbor’s boundary stone.” Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

Job 24:2 — There are those who move boundary stones; they pasture
Sflocks they have stolen.

Proverbs 15:25 — 7he LORD tears down the house of the proud, but

he sets the widow’s boundary stones in place.

21



Proverbs 23:10 — [Saying 11] Do not move an ancient boundary

stone or encroach on the fields on the fatherless.

Hosea 5:10 — Judabhs leaders are like those who move boundary
stones. [ will pour out my wrath on them like a flood of water.

Illegal Non-Citizens

Immigrants who illegally live in the U.S. are
known as “unauthorized, “illegal,” or
‘undocumented” immigrants.

Unauthorized immigrants include people who
enter the United States through:
‘illegal means such as crossing the border
without inspection.”
‘legal means with a tourist, student, or
work visa but overstay the time frame
allowed by the visa."

22



HEBREW WORD
DISTINCTIONS: “RESIDENT
ALIEN” & “FOREIGNER” —

GER & NEKHAR

The Hebrew Bible (O.T.) uses several different words when

referring to foreigners. The words ger (Leviticus 19:33) and
nekhar (Exodus 23:12; Deuteronomy 1:16; 14:21) refer to two
different categories of people. The two should not be confused.
Understanding the Bible’s definition of an alien or sojourner
and how one attained that status is critical to the current debate
because advocates for illegal immigration are using passages

from the Old Testament to support their positions.

In the Hebrew Bible, the alien (ger) was a person who entered
Israel with permission, and followed legal procedures to

obtain recognized standing as a “resident alien.” (IC 48-52)
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The rationale for Israel giving special consideration to aliens
and their vulnerable plight in a foreign land is rooted in Israel’s
own experience as mistreated aliens in Egypt. The many laws
intended to protect aliens reflect God’s concern for the ger; the
“resident alien.” (IC 68) In contrast, the foreigner (nekhar or
zar) was not a legal resident and could be an invading enemy,
squatter, temporary worker or merchant, or someone passing
through. They are not provided the same legal and social
protections as those received by the ger. (IC 48-52)

Leviticus 19:33-34 ESV — When a stranger (ger) sojourns
with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall
treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among

you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.

Legal sojourners must be more than tolerated. They

should be loved by citizens in line with Leviticus’
version of the Golden Rule. This passage might be
considered a kind of Magna Carta for foreigners in

ancient Israel.



®

RULE OF LAW

Resident aliens are required to obey the same legal code and
statutes as the native-born citizens of Israel. Israelites were not
to receive preferred treatment under the law. But also, aliens
were subject to the same regulations, and if they were guilty
of an offense, the same justice was meted out against them.
This means that while the alien was to be treated in an equal
manner legally, the expectation was for the foreign resident to

adhere to all the rules and regulations of Israelite law.

Aliens could not, for instance, ignore certain social laws
because they differed from those of their native culture or
because they disagreed with some aspect of Israelite law. They
could not pick and choose which laws to obey and yet remain

in good standing with the covenant community. (IC 77, 78)

Exodus 12:49 NRSV — There shall be one law for the native

and for the alien who resides among you.
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Leviticus 18:26 NRSV — But you shall keep my statutes and
my ordinances and commit none of these abominations, either

the citizen or the alien who resides among you.

Leviticus 24:22 NRSV — You shall have one law for the
alien and for the citizen: for I am the Lord your God.

Numbers 15:29-30 NRSV — You shall have the same law
for anyone who acts in error. But whoever acts high-handedl,

whether a native or an alien, affronts the Lord, and shall be
caught off from among the people.

Residentaliens or sojourners (ger) were offered the same

protections under the law. And they were expected to
obey a nation’s laws regardless of the cultural or legal
norms from where they came. For example, they were
to keep the same sexual and purity laws as Israelites
to continue their status. Just as Israelites were to be

rejected for disobedience, sojourners would be also.

Non-Citizens Committed a Disproportionate
Share of Federal Crimes, 2011-2016.
FACT 21% of those convicted of non-immigration
crimes were non-citizens — 2.5 times their
share of the population.
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Among the findings of the new data on federal crimes:
Areas where non-citizens account for a much larger share of
convictions than their 8.4 percent, or more, share of the adult

population include:

e 42 .4 percent of kidnapping convictions;

* 31.5 percent of drug convictions;

e 22.9 percent of money laundering convictions;

e 17.8 percent of economic crimes (e.g. larceny, embezzlement,
and fraud);

* 13.4 percent of administration of justice offenses (e.g. witness
tampering, obstruction, and contempt); 13 percent of other
convictions (e.g. bribery, civil rights, environmental, and prison
offenses); and

e 12.8 percent of auto thefts.

Data. These tables showing convictions were compiled by the
Government Accountability Office at the request of the Senate
Judiciary Committee based on data from the U.S. Sentencing
Commission “Interactive Sourcebook of Federal Sentencing
Statistics”. Convictions are in the federal courts for felonies and
class A misdemeanors. Death penalty cases and petty offenses are
not included. The non-citizen share of the overall adult population
comes from the public-use data file of the 2011-2016 American

Community Survey collected by the U.S. Census Bureau.

The hyperlink below reflects the breakdown of convictions for federal
crimes by their primary offense and citizenship: See: DHS.gov, ICE.

gov, & CIS.org for current statistics and information.
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Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
is the federal agency that “enforces
FACT federal laws governing border control,
customs, trade and immigration to promote
homeland security and public safety.”

https://cis.org/sites/default/files/2018-01/USSC%20Data%20
on%20Federal%20Convictions-1%2810%29.pdf
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HOW DID A PERSON OR
NATION BECOME A GER?
(A RESIDENT ALIEN OR
SOJOURNER)

Genesis 47:4-6 ESV — They said to Pharaoh, “We have come
to sojourn in the land, for there is no pasture for your servants’
Sflocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. And now,
please let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” Then
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have
come to you. The land of Egypt is before you. Settle your father
and your brothers in the best of the land. Let them settle in the
land of Goshen, and if you know any able men among them,
put them in charge of my livestock.”

A person became a sojourner by invitation, and only

in this way might they be invited to remain.
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Non-citizen immigrants who legally live

in the U.S. are known as “legal permanent
residents” or “lawful permanent residents.”
These people are authorized to permanently
live, work and study in the United States. The
federal government issues green-colored
identification cards to legal permanent
residents, and thus, they are also known as
‘green card holders.”
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ASSIMILATE:
CONVERSION TO THE SAME
WORLDVIEW AND FAITH

Isaiah 56:5-8
For thus says the Lord . . .
‘I will give in my house and within my walls
a monument and a name
better than sons and daughters;
1 will give them an everlasting name
that shall not be cut off.
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
and holds fast my covenant—
these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices

will be accepted on my altar;
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Jfor my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”

The end of the assimilation process is to be a salvation

based not on ethnicity or privilege, but on unity of

belief and practice “for all peoples.”



RUTH — THE ULTIMATE
EXAMPLE OF ASSIMILATION

Ruth, a former Moabite woman, came to Israel to be

a blessing. She completely assimilated and became an
Israelite. (IC 103) She vowed to her Hebrew mother-in-
law, Naomi, “Your people will be my people and your
God my God.”

Ruth 1:16 ESV — But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave
you or to return from following you. For where you go I will
g0, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my
people, and your God my God.”

— Ruth 2:10 Orthodox Jewish Bible — Jen she fell on
her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto
him, “Why have I found chen (favor, grace) in thine
eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a

nokhriyah (foreigner, alien)?”
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Ruth 2:11 ESV — But Boaz answered her, “‘All that you have

34

done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband
has been fully told to me, and how you left your father and
mother and your native land and came to a people that you did

not know before.”

Ruth asks why she’s being treated with favor, considering

her foreign origin? Boaz instructs his men to treat Ruth
kindly, and that she deserves to be “redeemed,” because
she has herself been an example of kindness. And in
showing that Ruth became the grandmother of King
David, thus also a forebear of Jesus, the Old Testament
makes clear that this foreigner obtained the same status of

the natural-born citizen and became equal in God’s sight.
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INCLUSION

During the reign of Hezekiah, aliens participated in eating
the Passover meal and received the priestly blessings. The
beauty of the story is that it shows that the religious inclusion
for the alien was being taken seriously over five hundred
years after the exodus from Egypt when the first aliens were
permitted to join in the celebration of God’s deliverance.
The inclusion of the alien in the Passover illustrates that God
wanted aliens to be recipients of His salvation, provided
they followed the provisions laid out in the Law for their

incorporation into the community of Israel. IC 111)

2 Chronicles 30:23,25 NRSV — 7Then the whole assembly
agreed together to keep the festival for another seven days; so they
kept it for another seven days with gladness. The whole assembly
of Judab, the priest and the Levites, and the whole assembly that

came out of Israel, and the resident aliens who came out of the

land of Israel, and the resident aliens who lived in Judah, rejoiced.
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Numbers 9:14 NRSV — Any alien residing among you who
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wishes to keep the passover to the Lord shall do so according to
the statute of the passover and according to its regulation; you

shall have one statute for both the resident alien and the native.

Nowhere is the nation taught to welcome or celebrate

foreign and incompatible beliefs, laws and practices.
However, the nation is to welcome and celebrate aliens

who convert, join and/or honor the faith of the nation.



BIBLICAL JUSTICE

When Israel’s prophets called Israel’s leaders and the people
to justice, the standard for justice was none other than
the Sinaitic covenant, the Law. When the prophets speak
of oppression of the alien, the fatherless and the widow,
they are attacking problems such as defrauding wages or
extortion. The prophets, then, were not just social reformers
pointing the people of Israel in a new or different direction
(or definition) of social justice, but to an old and familiar —
but sadly neglected — path found in the Law. (IC 114-122)

“Therefore, the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails.”

(Habakkuk 1:4)

Jeremiah 22:3 NRSV — Thus says the Lord: “Act with justice

and righteousness and deliver from the hand of the oppressor
anyone who has been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to
the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in

this place.”
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Exodus 22:21 NRSV — You shall not wrong or oppress a
resident alien for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.

Deuteronomy 10:17-18 NRSV — For the Lord your God
is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and
awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes
Justice for the orphan and the widow and who loves the strangers

providing them food and clothing.

These verses bring to the forefront the importance of

understanding the different Hebrew words for those
who enter one’s country. According to Dr. Hoffmeier,
when the Old Testament requires social services to
include aliens, it is for the resident alien and the legal
immigrant. Foreigners, on the other hand, including
those who have broken the law or who are in the
country illegally, are not mentioned as beneficiaries of

this social generosity. (IC 48-52)

Malachi 3:5 NRSV — 7Then I will draw near to you for

judgment; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against
those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow
and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and
do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.
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The NIV renders “thrust aside” as “deprive aliens of

justice.” Assuming this understanding, Malachi is
expressing God’s displeasure at those who deprive the
alien of the justice that the Law stipulates for the ger
[resident alien]. (IC 120) Another form of “oppressing
the hired workers” is bringing foreign workers into a
country in a way that allows the wages of a nation’s
workers to be undermined. Workers who can no longer
work due to an influx of foreign workers will soon find

it difficult to provide for their own families.
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NOT ALL FOREIGNERS
WERE TOLERATED
OR SEEN AS THE GER
(ALIENS & SOJOURNERS)

Deuteronomy 7:1-6 — When the Lord your God brings you
into the land you are entering to possess . . . Make no treaty
with them. Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your
daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, for
they will turn your children away from following me to serve
other Gods, and the Lords anger will burn against you and
will quickly destroy you. This is what you are to do to them:
Break down their alters, smash their sacred stones, cut down
their Asherah poles, and burn their idols in the fire. For you are
a people holy to the Lord your God.



The work of faithfulness and stewardship is hard and

serious business. Pluralism and Globalism are not
entirely new to the 21st century. The Lord is clear
that his people must remain faithful to him, and not
be absorbed into pagan cultures. Here the Canaanite
peoples seem unwilling to assimilate. Consequently,

they would threaten the holiness of the people of Israel.
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CHARITY AND
SOCIAL SERVICES

(=)

The poor, including aliens, were sustained in ancient Israel
by the practice of gleaning (which required work) and the
tithe (which was distributed locally). There clearly is a basis
for legal immigrants (ger) who are needy receiving the same
social benefits that government offers to disadvantaged

citizens.

“Foreigners,” on the other hand, including those who have
broken the law or who are in the country illegally, are not

mentioned as beneficiaries of this social generosity. (IC 86)

Leviticus 23:22 NRSV — When you reap the harvest of your
land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your field, or gather
the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor
and for the alien: I am the Lord your God.
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Deuteronomy 24:20-21 NRSV — When you beat your

olive trees, do not strip what is left; it shall be for the alien, the
orphan, and the widow. When you gather the grapes of your
vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be for the alien, the
orphan, and the widow.

Matthew 25:35 — For [ was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to

drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.

Luke 10:33-35 — But a Sumaritan, as he traveled, came where
the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.
Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn
and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and
gave them to the innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said, ‘and when

1 return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.”

In the “Good Samaritan” parable, Jesus expands our

understanding of “neighbor,” and our care for his or her
misfortune. The parable does not teach the relocation
of thousands of people to foreign lands, although it is

often used this way in public policy advocacy.

In the Leviticus and Deuteronomy passages, the poor
and alien do the work of gleaning. This imparts the
blessings of community integration, earned happiness

and shared harvest.
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1 Timothy 5:8 — Anyone who does not provide for their

relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the

faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

This passage sets our order of priorities in caring for

others. We should start with those closest to us, our
family, then work outwards to community, state and
. b . . .
nation. It’s not that people outside our family or nation
are unimportant and should not be helped. Not at all.
But because no one can help everyone, our priorities
should begin with those in need closest to home. What
then should we make of state or private relief programs

that aid illegal immigrants at the expense of citizens.

Some of the benefits of becoming a
naturalized citizen include the
ability to: (Per US. Citizenship and Immigration Services)
“vote in federal elections.”
“‘travel with a U.S. Passport.”
“run for elective office where citizenship is
required.”
“participate on a jury.”
"become eligible for federal and certain law
enforcement jobs."
“obtain certain state and federal benefits not
available to non-citizens.”
“obtain citizenship for minor children born
abroad.”
“expand and expedite their ability to bring
family members to the United States.”
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EMPLOYERS

The Bible is manifestly clear that just like other workers,
aliens should be paid on time and according to the standard
rates. Employers who discriminate against workers because
they are perceived to be powerless and lack legal protection,
and consequently pay them below the standard wage, need
to be appropriately sanctioned and fully prosecuted. Romans
13 applies to bosses too. (IC 158)

Likewise, employers should not favor cheaper foreign labor,

which harms citizens who then lose gainful employment.
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EXILES & REFUGEES

During the period of the Babylonian captivity, the Jews are
never called aliens (gerim — one who resides in a foreign land
by choice with the permission of the host nation). They are
referred to as exiles. Yet despite their forced immigration, God
admonishes them to, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to
which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because
if it prospers, you too will prosper (Jeremiah 29:1,4-7). They
should work hard and be constructive, thereby promoting the
shalom of their new homeland, because as it flourishes, so will
they. A second point from Jeremiah’s message is that aliens are

to avoid social and political insurrection.
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SANCTUARY CITIES

Theidea of short-term “sanctuary” originated in Old Testament

Israelite law. This practice had specific requirements and was
open to people who had accidentally killed someone. The
biblical practice of sanctuary, either in the Temple or a city of
refuge, was to protect the offender from vigilante justice and

to ensure that he received a fair trial.

Sanctuary was never intended as a place to avoid the law,
but to allow the law to take its proper course rather than
retaliation when it was not called for. American cities and
churches that offer sanctuary for illegal immigrants cannot
claim to be following the practice described in the Bible.

Rather they are twisting biblical statutes and subverting
federal law. (IC 83, 84)

Numbers 35:15 — These six towns will be a place of refuge for
Israelites and for foreigners residing among them, so that anyone

who has killed another accidentally can flee there.
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The passage notes that these six “sanctuary” cities

were open to both Israelites and foreigners alike. The
concept was to protect a person who had accidently
killed someone from those seeking a vigilante
retribution. The accused found temporary protection
in the sanctuary until they could receive a fair trial.
This term is now abused as a safe space for those who

wish to hide from authority and law.



AUTHORITY, CONSCIENCE
AND AN ORDERLY SOCIETY

Clearly the person who fears God and believes that He is
in sovereign control of the course of human events will be
motivated by conscience to follow the edicts of the state unless
there is a very clear conflict with the teachings of Scripture.
Based on Paul’s clear instruction, I believe that citizens and
foreigners should be subject to a nation’s laws, and this applies
to immigration laws and how one enters a country and
becomes a legal resident (or citizen). Every country has such

laws in order to promote an orderly society. (IC 142)

Certainly any nation should treat visitors, legal or otherwise,
with dignity and respect. As a Christian, I expect that of my
country. However, a government official or authority should
not look the other way when a crime is committed. There is no
basis in Scripture for such a stance. Each country has a right to
control who enters its borders and who is denied. I see nothing

in Scripture that would abrogate current immigration laws.
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When Jesus answered, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to
God what is God’s,” he demonstrated that one does not have
to pit the earthly ruler against God. He also illustrated that

there are obligations to Caesar that do not infringe the rights

of God. (IC 140)

Deuteronomy 31:12 NRSV — Assemble the people — men,
women and children, as well as the aliens residing in your towns
— so that they may hear and learn to fear the Lord your God
and to observe diligently all the words of this law.

Romans 13:1,5 — Let everyone be subject to the governing
authorities, for there is no authority except that which God
has established. The authorities that exist have been established
by God. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities,
not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of

conscience.

My Christian citizenship does not excuse me from the
responsibility to the laws when I visit other lands, nor
does it permit me to select laws I prefer in my homeland
by which to live in a different land. Rather, Paul declared
and commentators like Luther affirmed, I am obligated to
submit to the laws even if I don’t like them or think they are

unfair or inconvenient. (IC 144)



U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) is the federal agency that “oversees
lawful immigration to the United States.” ICE
and USCIS are divisions of the Department
of Homeland Security, which is under the
authority of U.S. President. Before 2002, the

Immigration and Naturalization Service carried

out the functions of both ICE and USCIS.
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CONSCIENTIOUS
RESISTANCE

There are clear situations when a Christian may, on moral
grounds, object to the laws and orders from government
authorities and in good conscience resist such laws. The
examples in Scripture of rejecting secular law in favor of
clear biblical teaching or because of conscience usually entail
the preservation of life. In the case of the apostles in Acts 4,
the issue was freedom for Christians to proclaim the gospel.
(cf. Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8)

Surely breaking immigration laws to improve one’s economic
standard does not rise to the same moral level as a medical

professional refusing to perform an abortion. (IC 147)



MATTHEW 25 —
“I WAS A STRANGER. . .”

Matthew 25:35 — For [ was hungry and you gave me

&

something to eat, 1 was thirsty and you gave me something to

drink, [ was a stranger and you invited me in.

In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus describes help for those in need.
He states, 1 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me (v. 40). Some
believe that Jesus is referring to all humanity, but this all-
inclusive interpretation of Matthew 25:40, 45 is problematic
because the New Testament nowhere refers to all humanity
as the “brothers of Jesus.” As D.A. Carson observes, “there is

no parallel for this.”

Regardless of Matthew’s use of “brothers” in a specialized and
restrictive manner, the obvious starting point for Christians
should be the recognition that all humans are made in the

image of God, and we should seck to love our neighbor

53



54

(including our citizen neighbors) as ourselves, and to treat the
needy with dignity and compassion. But this ethic does not
mean that Christians turn a blind eye to those who violate the
law, whether the issue of immigration, robbery, identity theft,
or other transgressions of the law. Matthew 25 is a beautiful
passage, but it should not be used to determine federal policy

or national immigration law. (IC 150-151)
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MERCY AND JUSTICE

The challenge of applying a biblical worldview to the
contemporary issue of immigration is quite apparent. We
must be willing to see that a command like, When a stranger
resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the stranger
(Leviticus 19:33-34), does not contradict Paul’s admonition
that, everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities
(Rom. 13:1) — i.e., the laws of the land.

The New Testament sets forth two important principles. The
first is that governments are ordained by God, and that the
laws and ordinances made by humans, unless they clearly
violate divine principles or teachings, should be followed.
The second is that Christians themselves are considered
aliens in this world, and their attitude toward others should
be, as Paul instructs, as we have opportunity, let us do good
to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of
believers. (Gal. 6:10)
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Yet nowhere in the Old Testament is there any sense that
a nation had to accept immigrants, nor was being received
as an alien a right. Permission was required. But when the
alien does seek permission and enters legally, I believe they
ought to have most of the rights of citizenship (voting and
serving on juries are current exceptions). Meanwhile, illegal
immigrants should not expect these same privileges from
the country whose laws they disregard by virtue of their

undocumented status.

The Bible clearly distinguishes between the status of a
legal alien (ger) and a foreigner (nekhar and zar), and one
consequence of this is that there really is a difference between
the legal standing of a present-day documented alien and
an illegal immigrant. Therefore, it is legally and morally
acceptable for a government to deal with those in the country
illegally according to the nation’s legal provision, including
[repatriation or] expatriation (as Abraham experienced). But
the Christian rightfully insists, however, that they be dealt

with in a humane manner. (IC 156)

There is no need to drive a wedge between the New Testament’s
teaching about being compassionate to people and the state’s
responsibility to enforce its laws and provide for its citizens.
Clearly what we need is a fair and balanced treatment of all
relevant biblical material to examine how it addresses these
issues and to see what wisdom it might offer us for both

national immigration law and federal policy. (IC 150-152)



A WARNING ABOUT
THE ASCENSION OF
FOREIGNERS AS A MEANS
OF GOD’S JUDGMENT

Deuteronomy 28:43-45 — 7The foreigners who reside among
you will rise above you higher and higher, but you will sink
lower and lower. They will lend to you, but you will not lend to
them. They will be the head, but you will be the tail. All these
curses will come on you. They will pursue you and overtake you
until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the Lord your

God and observe the commands and decrees he gave you.
Isaiah 1:7 — Your country is desolate, your cities burned with

[fire; your fields are being stripped by foreigners (zar) right before

you, laid waste as when overthrown by strangers.
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Obadiah 11 — On the day you stood aloof while strangers

carried off his wealth and foreigners (zar) entered his gates and

cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of them.

Lamentations 5:2 — Our inberitance has been turned over to
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strangers (nekhar), our homes to foreigners (zar).

When citizens and believers fail to obey the Lord, and

fail to observe his commands and decrees to shape
their own lives, families and nations, the Lord will

allow foreigners to overtake and oppress a nation.

King Solomon tells us, Where there is no vision, the people
perish. But happy is he who keeps the law. (Proverbs 29:18)
The Living Bible translates it this way: Where there is
ignorance of God, crime runs wild; but whatr a wonderful
thing it is for a nation to know and keep His laws.

Israel had to learn, over and over again, to return
to the Lord and live in the true story of God’s good
creation, a tragic fall and the presence of the Lord with
them to build in the ruins. Passivity creates a void
that aggressive ideologies and populations will fill.
Though opponents cleverly work to intimidate and
silence citizens, propaganda and deception must be
overcome with God’s truths, creativity, cultural justice

and courage.
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THE BIDEN YEARS:
IMMIGRATION OR
INVASION?

Sources: Heritage Foundation; Center for Immigration Studies;
U.S. Government eg. CBP.Gov.

This addendum is by editors, including citizens. (This is not by Dr.
Hoffmeier)

Citizens on both sides of the isle refer to the Biden years in
terms of an on-going “border crisis.” Many decisions were made
by the Biden administration and state allies to suspend or change
immigration laws to escalate the flow of people into America.
Billions of U.S. tax-payer dollars, along with funds of Left-leaning
“charitable foundations,” were directed to facilitate open borders and
mass migration. Given the enormous harm to human beings, the
question many are asking is, Why? We leave that to the reader. Here

are some considerations.
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Total Inadmissible Alien Encounters
Under the Biden Administration

9,385,338

As of March, 2024

Spike in Monthly Unlawful Entry Encounters

Monthly Unlawful Entry Encounters

W Office of Field Operations [ U.S. Border Patrol
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Foolish Welcome: The Harm to Citizens

Illegal immigration costs many lives, and billions of dollars per year.
Heritage Foundation writes, “The open border has allowed Mexican
drug cartels and many on the terrorist watchlist to cross into the
country unimpeded. When the federal government fails to secure
our borders and jeopardizes our national security, the responsibility

falls on states to protect themselves.”

Major Spike in Convicted-Criminal-Alien
Encounters by U.S. Border Patrol

Updated April 15, 2024

The Biden Administration has reversed many of the Trump-era policies that stemmed the tide of illegal immigration
into the United States. As a result, convicted-criminal-alien encounters—including assaults, rapes, and homicides—
have spiked during President Biden’s time in office.

Select encounter type:

Illegal Drug Possession/Trafficking

CRIMINAL ALIEN ENCOUNTERS

2,239
2,138 2,055
1,249
807
I = .
2022 2023 2024

TRUMP BIDEN

* Projection based on average rate through 6 months of current fiscal year.

NOTES: Data are by fiscal year. FY 2024 figures are through April 12, 2024. Figures do not include Office of Field Operation (OFO) convicted-criminal-alien encounters, OFO or Border
Patrol encounters with criminal aliens with wants or warrants, or “got-aways.” This page was first published on September 27,2022

SOURCES: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, “Criminal Noncitizen Statistics Fiscal Year 2022,” and U.S. Customs and Border Protection, “Criminal Noncitizen Statistics.”
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Who is behind open borders, and why?

The Biden Administration and Left-leaning foundations fund a
Hydra of non-profits.
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Biden Shovels Millions to Nonprofits to
Aid His Open-Border Schemes. Congress
Must Cut Off Cash Spigot.

Duaily Signal, December 7, 2022
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Who's Really Facilitating America’s Border Crisis? Biden Isn't Acting
Alone

Rob Bluey / @RobertBluey / December 07,2022
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Daily Signalreports, “Catholic Charities and other non-governmental
organizations are working in concert with the Biden administration
to facilitate the worst border crisis in American history, according
to an investigation that examined the movement of 30,000 mobile

devices in the United States.”
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The shocking report is a snapshot of the border crisis over the
course of just one month and it “shows how the mass resettlement of
illegal aliens is impacting nearly every congressional district in America.”

Overflow from Customs and Border Protection is “being
transferred to these organizations so that Border Patrol avoids
overcrowded facilities,” Heritage wrote in a memo announcing the
findings. “These organizations apply for, and receive, taxpayer money
to provide processing and transportation services and infrastructure to
facilitate the migration of illegal aliens into the interior of the country.”

“In fiscal year 2022, ending Sept. 30, a record 2.76 million
illegal aliens crossed the border, according to U.S. Customs and
Border Protection. That number is more than 1 million higher than

the previous annual record set in 2021.”

[~
The ‘

Heritage Foundation

The Biden Administration Wants Even
More Money to Distribute Illegal Aliens
Throughout the United States

G 'l About Herita: ge Events Renew  Press Contact
The
Heritage Foundation

mi v)(f @

Shocking Cost of the Illegal Immigration
Crisis to Americans

www.heritage.org/immigration/commentary/shocking-cost-the-illegal-immigration-crisis-americans
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Total U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Actions

U.S. Customs and
Numbers below reflect Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 - FY 2024.

Border Protection

Fiscal Year 2024 runs October 1, 2023 - September 30, 2024.

Enforcement FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 Fy21 FY22 Fy23 FY24YTD
Office of Field
Operations (OFO) 216,370 | 281,881 | 288,523 | 241,786 | 294,352 551,930 1,137,452 692,829
Total Encounters®
U.S. Border Patrol

Total Encounters? 310,531 404,142 859,501 405,036 1,662,167 2,214,652 2,063,692 1,040,667

Total Enforcement
At 526,901 683,178 1,148,024 646,822 1,956,519 2,766,582 3,201,144 1,733,496

Source: CBP.Gov

Center for Immigration Studies

Low-immigration, Pro-immigrant
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At 49.5 million and 15 percent of the U.S. population, immigrants now at record

Oct-23, 49.5

wessses Trump Presidency

== Biden Presidency

Covid-19 hits  iden Wins

May-19, 45.3

May-19
Jum19
Juk19
Aug19
k20
Aug20
sep-20

oct-20

Mar-20
Apr20
May-20
Jun20
Nov-20
Dec20
Jan21
Feb21
Mar-21
Apr21
May-21
Jun21
k21
Aug21
Sep-21
oct21
Nov-21
Dec21
022
Feb22
Mar-22
Apr22
May-22
22
k22
Aug22
sep-22
o2
Novzz
san23
Feb23
Mar-23
Apr23
May-23
Jun23
k23
Aug23
sep23
o023

The Center for Immigration Studies hosted a panel discussion entitled “The

Size and Implications of the Immigrant Population” on
Monday, December 11, 2023 at 2:00 p.m.
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What Do Millions of Americans Think?

Do citizens have a voice in the future of their
cities and nation?

Are open borders and mass migration for
political power?

God loves people, and gives us wisdom to flourish. We champion
legal immigration but speak truth to power regarding illegal
immigration and its harms.

It is increasingly clear that, in addition to funding from the
U.S. government, funding for mass migration and messaging flow
from politically Progressive foundations and their pass-throughs like
National Immigration Forum, New America Foundation, Pierre
Omidyar’s Democracy Fund, Hewlett, Rockefeller Brothers, Ford,
Arcus, Soros’s Open Society Foundations and more.

Funding finds its way to curious “faith” groups, “rented
faith mascots,” and political activists to accelerate a fundamental
transformation of American culture. Often the strategy includes
cherry-picking a few Bible verses to feign the moral high ground for
a social agenda.

Since undiscerning, mass migration across open borders is
neither wise nor loving, what can be the motives of these foundations?
It likely is not a humanitarian concern for either citizens or migrants.
Many African-Americans speak of losing jobs, and housing. Cities
become inundated with poor and displaced migrants, requiring
billions in aid. Shocking numbers of citizens, veterans and migrants

are homeless. A great stress is placed on social services including
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healthcare, education, housing and public safety. And America is
$34,000,000,000,000 (trillion) in unconscionable debt.

So why the massive effort by the political left to remake the
demographics of American society? The answer to this question is
critical because it seems their plan is to gain power for the few at
the expense of the many. The migrants appear to be the pawns, and
America’s citizens are the victims. And all but the social engineers
are harmed.

As expected, the open border has also resulted in a dramatic
increase in drugs, gangs and crime, including murder. Whatever the
goal of those who have created this lawless invasion, it is not more

important than the lives of human beings God so loves.

Elon Musk &
@elonmusk
Because | am raising concerns about the flood of unvetted illegal

immigrants overwhelming American cities, the press will often
characterize me as “anti-immigrant”.

As an immigrant myself, nothing could be further from the truth.

I am very much in favor of increased and expedited legal immigration for
anyone who is talented, hard-working and honest.

It is bizarrely difficult and agonizingly slow to immigrate to the USA

legally, but trivial and fast to enter illegally! This obviously makes no
sense.

11:39 PM - Mar 8, 2024 - 45.9M Views

QO 23k 1153k Q 291k [ 7k 2,
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If we don’t seal our southern border & start mass deportations, we’re
paving the way for another 9/11-scale tragedy: even if only 0.1% of illegal
aliens who've crossed our border have hostile intentions, that’s tens of
thousands of would-be attackers. Downright frightening.

@ Vivek Ramaswamy & @VivekGRamaswamy - 21h

() D

0:19/1.02 o)

With the rise of crime, including murder, another citizen put

it bluntly: “Insane that votes are more important than their lives.”

Young innocent women getting killed by illegal immigrants but here in
Biden's America, our southern border is wide open!!

-~
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CONCLUSION

Cultural Stewardship and Kingdom-building
In Scripture, we see that God loves both citizen and alien, and that
he gives us wisdom to understand the nature of a loving society. We
can also now see that favoring foreign persons at the expense of our
citizen neighbors, or allowing anyone to live outside of the laws that
govern our nation, is neither just, nor fair, nor wise, nor loving. Only
wisdom yields peace.

Culture is a kind of garden, and gardening is hard, but good,
work. From Genesis to Revelation, God invites us into his life-giving
work of wisdom, creativity and redemption. In the first chapter of
Genesis, He blesses us and gives us a cultural mandate to fill the
earth, to be fruitful and multiply, to steward and do our best with
the time and opportunities given to us.

Even after the Fall, we're taught to cultivate and create, to
live and work in such a way that enhances life and glorifies God.
Stewardship is not just care-taking; it is culture-making. We observe
the laws of nature, and of nations, that yield peace. We cultivate the
land that yields harvest. We honor the nature of human beings in

order to promote harmony, love, family, and community.
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America is known for freedom and opportunity. Our
Constitution recognizes the God-given dignity of all persons, as well
as our rights and duties in a free republic.

For readers who desire further study, we suggest that you
carefully read the longer Bible passages themselves. You will also
benefit from Dr. Hoffmeier’s classic book, 7he Immigration Crisis.

We hope this Bible study inspires you to love as the Lord
commands. Equipped with clarity from Scripture, let’s move past
the pundits, activists, and politicians to embrace “wise welcome,”
because biblical wisdom is true love for human beings, yielding the
greatest good for all cultures.

Together, let’s increase our efforts to share, in word and deed,
the good news (gospel) of God’s Kingdom for all who hear and
believe — in every nation. Let’s sow the seeds of revival — because

of love.
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FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION

Wise Welcome
A Bible Study on Immigration

Adepted from The lmigraion it by
Holfimeler, Ph.D.

‘t’\?
N

The Bible & Immigration: Free Booklet & Video

To download a free copy of Wise Welcome, and to enjoy Dr. Hoffmeier’s

short videos, visit AmericanEvangelicals.org/immigration.

Read Dr. James Hoffmeier’s short, classic book The Immigration
Crisis: Immigrants, Aliens, and the Bible.

Dr. Hoffmeier (Ph.D., University of Toronto), taught for more
than thirty years as a professor of Old Testament and Near Eastern
archaeology. He recently retired from his post at Trinity International
University and is continuing research and writing. Born and raised in
Egypt, he has been a refugee from war and an alien in two different

countries, giving him firsthand experience with immigration issues.
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Reviews of The Immigration Crisis —
“Doubtless some will question this or that detail of his reading of
Scripture, but Hoffmeier’s book is a very healthy antidote to the
merely sentimental readings that dominate much Christian thought
on this complex and challenging issue.”

—D.A. Carson, Research Professor of New Testament,

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

“I come from a troubled nation from which hundreds of thousands
of people have emigrated to Western nations — some legally and
some illegally. T resonate fully with the dual biblical emphasis
presented in this book of caring for the alien and of submitting to
the laws of the land.”

—Ajith Fernando, National Director, Youth for Christ, Sri Lanka

“James Hoffmeier brings the clarity and structure of biblical society
to the confusion and chaos of modern America. . . . For anyone who
believes in the Judeo-Christian way of life, this book is essential reading.”

— Rabbi Benjamin Scolnic, Temple Beth Shalom, Hamden, Connecticut

“Hoffmeier allows the Bible to speak for itself within its cultural
context without reading modern politics into the text. . . . He
provides a road map for the church to stay true to its biblical roots
while serving its calling to be a light to the nations.”

—Steven M. Ortiz, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

“Read this book if you want to throw light on the subject of immigration
and not merely more heat. . . . A valuable perspective on national
borders, guest workers, the difference between documented aliens and
foreigners in Old Testament times, and many other matters.”
—Marvin Olasky, former Editor-in-Chief, World Magazine

71



Join us as we explore the gospel and biblical worldview on issues
shaping our culture and world. “Biblical wisdom, true love.”
American Association of Evangelicals (AAE) at

www.AmericanEvangelicals.org
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“If you want to know what the Bible says about immigration, look no
further. We needed a deeper explanation of what it means to follow Jesus
in this area, and I am so grateful we finally have it.”

—FEric Metaxas, author of Bonhoeffer and If You Can Keep It

“As a legal immigrant whose citizenship journey took fourteen years, I
have seen the onslaught of illegal immigration and am alarmed at what is
happening to this country I love so much. Wise Welcome makes sense of a
polarizing topic by viewing it through the lens of the Bible. This is a ‘must
read’ for every person in America.”

—Dr. Mark Christian, President, Global Faith Institute

‘Wise Welcome

A Bible Study on Immigration

Adagaed from The bumigrasion Criis by
Professor Jumes K. Hofmeier, Ph.D.

The Bible & Immigration: Free Booklet & Video

To download a free copy of Wise Welcome, and to enjoy Dr. Hoffmeier’s

short videos, visit AmericanEvangelicals.org/immigration.






