ANSWERS
T0 LIFE'S
GREATEST
QUESTIONS




,él/mg @lg/og Be a new creation

MINISTRIES

Answers to Life’s Greatest Questions

© 2013, 2019 The Living Dialog Ministries (TLDM)
Published by The Living Dialog Ministries, Richmond, VA
www.livingdialog.org

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or
transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage
and retrieval system, except as may be expressly permitted by the
1976 Copyright Act or by the publisher. Requests for permission
should be made in writing to:

The Living Dialog Ministries

PO Box 15125

Richmond, VA 23227

ISBN: 978-0-9890791-0-5

Scripture quotations taken from THE MESSAGE. Copyright © by
Eugene H. Peterson 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002.
Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible,
New International Version®, NIV ®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New
International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States
Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™

TLDM, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c) (3) of
the Internal Revenue Code effective 2 December 2009. We do our
work and fulfill our mission through the generous gifts of our friends
around the world. Your tax-deductible gifts may be sent to TLDM —
PO Box 15125 — Richmond, VA 23227

181716151413 7654321

Printed in the United States of America
Cover and Interior Design: Frank Gutbrod



Acknowledgments

This booklet would not have been
possible without the wise counsel

and life experiences of many who

have considered these profound core
questions of life. They include: John
Mauer, Tom Petersburg, Scott Sommer,
Brian Regrut, Ed VanderHey, Tom Walsh,
Dr. Daryl Donovan and Jack Dannemiller.
The Living Dialog Ministries (TLDM)
also is indebted to the excellent editing
and formatting of the booklet by Dirk
Wierenga and the design concepts of
Frank Gutbrod.






Introduction

Are you on a journey of discovery?

Have you ever sought answers to the
profound questions of life? Since the
beginning of humankind people have
contemplated the origins of life through
questions and dialog. Why are we here?
What happens when we die? Does God
really exist?

Curiosity is one of the defining traits
in all human nature. Young children
frequently drive their parents to the
brink by constantly asking questions
beginning with “why.”

The twelve questions contained in this
booklet have been compiled to help
those who are on a journey of discovery
to find life’s joy and purpose. We hope
the truth will be revealed and that your
curiosity about life is satisfied. ENJOY.



WHAT
IS THE

OF LIFE
AND WHY
AM|
HERE?



Answer

God made people to love him with all their
hearts, minds and souls and to love each
other in the same way as we love ourselves.
We were created foremost to bring glory to
God, to be in right relationship to him and
to worship him. We are here on earth to
grow physically, mentally and spiritually.
For those who are Christians, life means
honoring God with your life, your work and
through the enjoyment of God’s presence.
God’s presence comes through a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. Life’s greatest
adventure, beyond what you could ever
dream or imagine, is to discover God’s
exciting plan for your life and to pursue it
with a passion.

But he’s already made it plain how to live,
what to do, what God is looking for in men and
women. It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and
just to your neighbor, be compassionate and
loyal in your love. And don’t take yourself too
seriously—take God seriously.

Micah 6:8 (MSG)



IF GOD
EXISTS,
WHY
DOES LIFE

SO MUCH?



Answer

Humans by nature are not perfect. In the
beginning, God gave men and women
the freedom to make choices and they
chose to disobey God. Thus, sin entered
the world and as a result of sin, there is
hurtfulness. The good news is that when
we draw on a source beyond ourselves
for strength and courage, then we are
not alone in our pain. A loving God
stands ready to give us comfort when
we have the faith to ask.

God rescued us from dead-end alleys

and dark dungeons. He’s set us up in the
kingdom of the Son he loves so much, the
Son who got us out of the pit we were in,
got rid of the sins we were doomed to keep
repeating.

Colossians 1:13-14 (MSG)



WHAT
HAPPENS
WH I;)N |



Answer

Interestingly, the greatest mystery

of life is about what happens when
we die. Some believe that after we

die, there is nothing. Yet for for those
who have placed their faith in Jesus
Christ, death is the door that leads
from one life to a far greater life.
Christian’s believe that when our
physical body dies our soul lives on.
This is only possible through the belief
in the resurrection of God’s son, Jesus
Christ, that He assures us we will have
everlasting life.

Even though I walk
through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
Psalm 23:4 (NIV)



DOES
GOD

EXIST?



Answer

If the vastness of the universe, the
beauty of the world and the innocent
touch of a baby are creations, there
must be a creator. The evidence of God
is present everywhere around us. How
could anything so perfectly engineered
be mere happenstance? When we accept
that the intricacy of the universe in
which we live could not have occurred
on its own, we open ourselves to the
possibility of faith in God. All other
things begin to make sense. Think about
it; can billions of people over the history
of the world all be wrong?

God, it seems you’ve been our home forever;
long before the mountains were born,
Long before you brought earth itself to birth,
from “once upon a time” to “kingdom
come”—you are God.
Psalm 9o:1-2 (MSG)



DON'T
ALL
RELIGIONS
OFFER A

T0GOD?



Answer

In today'’s pluralistic culture it is
popular to say every religion provides a
pathway to the Divine. The insistence
that a single tradition is “right” seems
reactionary, regressive and overly
righteous. In the Christian faith, the
belief in Jesus being “the way, the truth,
and the life in which no one comes

to the Father but through me” is a
distinctive promise that provides hope
beyond what other religions profess.
When we recognize that as the truth,

all other pathways are dead ends.

Jesus said, “I am the Road, also the Truth,
and the Life. No one gets to the Father apart
from me. If you really knew me, you would
know my Father as well. From now on, you
do know him. You’ve even seen him!”

John 14:6 (MSG)



IF | AM
00D,
DO
GOTO



Answer

It would be nice to think that God looks
at our lives and is keeping score between
our good acts and those that are not.

Do more good than bad and you get an
automatic “get into heaven free” card. But
in the Christian faith your assurance of
eternal life is much easier. According to
the Bible, no matter how good or bad you
are or have been, getting into heaven only
requires an acceptance of Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior. It is as simple as that!

As it is written:
“There is no one righteous, not even one;
there is no one who understands;

there is no one who seeks God.
All have turned away,

they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good,
Not even one.”

Romans 3:10-12 (NIV)



HOW
CANA
LOVING
GOD

ANYONE
TOHELL?



Answer

The idea of a loving God choosing to torment
people in eternal hell is not only difficult

to accept, it is simply not true according

to God’s Word. The Bible teaches that God

is love and yet it warns that those who
choose to reject God’s offer of salvation, face
everlasting punishment. Because humans
are given free will, people choose for
themselves whether they will accept Jesus
or not and therefore they choose where they
will spend eternity. Make no mistake, God
wants every person to love him. When we
choose to accept Christ as Savior, our lives
are transformed, we are accepted into the
Kingdom of God and the promise of eternity
in heaven becomes ours. God doesn’t
“choose” to send anyone to hell. That choice
belongs to each and every individual.

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise,
as some understand slowness. Instead he
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
2 Peter 3:9 (NIV)



IF GOD

IS IN
CONTROL,
WHY

HE
DESTROY
SATAN?



Answer

It’s a good question. God could eliminate
Satan anytime and plans to do so on his
timetable. Until then, we will all struggle
and endure Satan’s schemes. As humans,
it is our desire to have the one who leads
us to temptation removed so we no longer
sin or are tempted. However, Satan is not
the cause of all evil, pain and suffering.
The absence of God’s presence in the
hearts of humans allows evil to manifest
itself. The good news is that faith in Jesus
Christ provides us with the promise of
salvation and the strength to resist Satan.

I saw an Angel descending out of Heaven. He
carried the key to the Abyss and a chain—a
huge chain. He grabbed the Dragon, that
old Snake—the very Deuvil, Satan himself!—
chained him up for a thousand years, dumped
him into the Abyss, slammed it shut and sealed
it tight. No more trouble out of him, deceiving
the nations—until the thousand years are up.
After that he has to be let loose briefly.
Revelation 20:1-3 (MSG)



WHY
WOULD
ANYONE
WANT T0

JESUS?



Answer

Life is about choices. We can choose

to continue with business as usual,
enjoying success based on the standards
defined by our culture. Or we can take

an honest look at the Jesus of the Bible
and dare to ask what the consequences
might be if we really believed and obeyed
him. Each and every day, for over two
thousand years, people around the world
choose to follow this itinerant rabbi

who gave his life and was raised from
the dead so that all who follow him can

enjoy God’s Kingdom and everlasting life.

“God’s kingdom is like a treasure hidden in
a field for years and then accidentally found
by a trespasser. The finder is ecstatic—what
a find!—and proceeds to sell everything he
owns to raise money and buy that field.”

Matthew 13:44 (MSG)



DID
JESUS
COME

FROM
THE
DEAD?



Answer

There is a body of scholarly evidence that
proves that a man named Jesus walked
the earth, had many followers and was
crucified. Christians believe that after being
pronounced dead and buried for three
days, Jesus arose from the dead. There is
powerful, scholarly evidence that he was
witnessed by hundreds, including his
disciples, over a forty-day period after His
resurrection before ascending to heaven.
We humans are given the free will to
make decisions. All belief systems require
followers to possess a certain amount of
faith. The choice is yours. You can either
choose to follow Jesus or not. You decide.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him.”
John 3:16-17 (NIV)



HOW
CANI

SINNING?



Answer

All humans sin. God knew when He
created us that we would not be perfect.
Even with our best intentions we still sin.
Only God has the authority to forgive sins.
God loves us so much that he sent Jesus,
his only son, to walk the earth and make
the perfect sacrifice so that we can be
forgiven of our sins. Jesus had the power
to overcome death and rise from the
grave. That same power can defeat the
sins that keep defeating us. By giving our
lives to Jesus, and granting him all power
over us, we are given victory over our sin.

If we claim that we’re free of sin, we’re only
fooling ourselves. A claim like that is errant
nonsense. On the other hand, if we admit our
sins—make a clean breast of them—he won’t
let us down; he’ll be true to himself. He’ll forgive
our sins and purge us of all wrongdoing. If we
claim that we’ve never sinned, we out-and-out
contradict God—make a liar out of him. A claim
like that only shows off our ignorance of God.
1John 1:8-10 (MSG)



HOW
DOES
ONE
A

CHRISTIAN?



Answer

There is only one way to become a
Christian. We must sincerely invite Jesus
into our lives to be Lord and Savior, and
allow ourselves to be born anew. When
we do, we find new life in Jesus Christ
and become a child of God. Through this
transformation we find peace, joy and
courage to live a victorious Christian life.
The choice is ours. God has given every
person the free will to accept or reject his
offer of grace. It is not something we earn
but is freely given. Jesus already paid for it
through his death on the cross.

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
For it is with your heart that you believe and
are justified, and it is with your mouth that
you profess your faith and are saved.

Romans 10:9-10 (NIV)



Next Steps in Your New Life

Every journey begins with a single step.
Yours began when you admitted to God
that you were a sinner in need of a savior
and asked for his forgiveness. Repenting
of your old ways was the second step and
inviting Jesus Christ into your life was the
third. With those steps taken you are well
on your way.

As with any journey, you will encounter
obstacles along the way. After all, you
have a lifetime of experiences; joys and
regrets, accomplishments and defeats.
You have also been subjected to the
influences of others. Some that you
encounter may not want you to enjoy
the fullness of life that comes from a
relationship with Jesus Christ.

That’s why you need to get to know God
and his son, Jesus. The best way to get to
know him is by reading his word, The Bible.
Start with the book of John which offers a
first hand account of the life of Jesus.



And link up with spiritual travelers like
yourself by connecting with a church or
other Christian organization that provides
help with your spiritual growth.

Once you have read Answers to Life’s
Greatest Questions, feel free to visit our
website www.lifesbasicquestions.com.
There you will find more books and study
guides to help you including “The Living
Dialog Series”, a sequence of books designed
to lead you into a greater understanding
of God’s Word by placing you in a virtual
conversation with characters in the bible.
You may also submit your own questions
and sign up for our online “Question of
the Week”.

For churches and other organizations,
bulk copies are available at a significant
discount by contacting us at
www.lifesbasicquestions.com.



A JOURNEY IN DISCOVERING

GOD’S WISDOM

More than 100 of the most asked questions about
God, Jesus, Christianity, Creation, Evolution, Life, Death,
Heaven, Hell, and Other Religions, are answered in this
200 page book, Answers to YOUR Greatest Questions.

Answers fo YOUR Greatest Questions is a great addition
to any Christian’s library, and can be shared with those
seeking a greater understanding of what it means to
follow Christ and embrace a Biblical worldview. This book
is available at booksellers worldwide as well as at the
websites of Living Dialog Ministries where discounts are
available for bulk orders.

LifesBasicQuestions.com
LivingDialog.org
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